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THE EMPTY BASKET... 5oy
“*Bulk pack chili or stew

Port Ministries relies entirely on donations to meet our daily * “Plastic soup spoons

needs. Some items are desperately needed at this time. Thes pples or Oranges

are the current “most needed” items: O it 15

«Plastic sandwich bags
<MONETARY DONATIONS

«*Anti-bacterial hand wipes

oK ub &  %HAMS (BUTT, SHANK OR WHOLE) oree - Ellanes
. . < BabyWipes
please call: “FILLED EASTER BASKETS Syaluli @R S

773-778-5055 *“*GROCERY/FOOD GIFT CARDS

OR CERTIEICA TES «»Adult cold & flu med.

+Tylenol PM.

Mailing Address:

Chicago, Il. 60609
Phone (773) 778-5955
Fax: (773) 778-2451
E-mail:

mfo@thee\(l)rtmmlstrles .org
ebsite:
WWW theportmlnlstrles org
Q'GIVING AVAILABLE!
It's completely safe and convenient

for you and for us!
Just click and donate!

Port Ministries, P.O. Box 091684

Please

A = A | Yes , | would like to help by receiving the Port Ministries Newsletter by e-mail in§tead

of postal mail.

Vw\) Assist Us... I

</ in being better stewards of our God | |:|
Given Gifts of funding, time and of
His creation... ourenvironment.

from the newsletter listing.
Please print clearly

The rising cost of printing, paper and of I Name:

No, | would not like to receive the Port Ministries Newsletter at all; please remov' me

stamps is straining our budget and the awsar - . . .
of paper mail is depleting our already straindh Mailing Address: (to help us identify you)

environmentTheres another option available]

Email. Can you help by choosing toeceive EmailAddress:

our newsletter by Email? If so, please send
an Email with your name, mailing address al
Email address tanfo@theportministries.org
Or, complete and send the following form to |
the provided address via postal mail...

Thank You!

Return this form as soon as possible to: Port Ministries Newsletter

PO. Box 09168
Chicago, Il. 6069

EVENTS:
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Port Ministries After-School
TUTORING PROGRAM...

Helping build a brighter future for our children!

Since opening the Mantle doors in January tera

22ND YEAR...

‘oopAplupAY neighborhood children afterschool homework he
STATIONS OF between 1 and 21 children are ringing our bell daif
THE CROSS This program is déredTues. thru Fri. from 3:30pmg
o to 5:00pm and the children range from pre-Kt
Come walk & 7 .grade.This program is .also “chilq-initiated’
pray with us!... which means they are coming on their own... t
Friday, April 10th, truly want this support. Our greatest need
Noon to 3pm Volunteer Helpso that we can serve our childre
gfg(i)ng zgmgn'\gzcge, with as much personal attention as possible.

As | look around the Mantle, | sex & 8
children who come for so many oth =
reasons besides help with the
homework. Some are just hungry; others are seeking
kindness, such as a hug or a warm smile. Many need to
be heard... to have someone listen to them and
give them words of encouragementill 8thers

are looking for a safe place where they can just be
a child. All we need is simplyfOU to come with

“For these are
our children,
and we shall all

EASTERSUNDAY, OINAIEEVAN [ove in your heartsYou dont have to be a
APRIL 12TH for, what they “teacher”, you can just be a “lover”! Know that
CELEBRATE THE [Sefe Rl the success of this program is very dependent upon
RISEN CHRIST WITH the number of volunteers; the more volunteers we
::;%:::!wcno have, the more &dctive and personal is the help! So,

please, if you can assist us in helping them realize more
Food Prep. at

of their own great potential and dignitye have a good

chance to help save our children from the perils of the
street! Come ang
make a dierence in
a childss life!

Theresa House: 5017
S. Hermitagdve.,
10am to Noon

Easter Dinnerwith
our families at

The Mantle e00000000000
(5140 SAshland): Also, we are excited to announce thatddult =% 4
Noon to 2pm /

ESL/GED Program is expanding to incluc?
Wednesdayd he Schedule is noWwes\Wed., Fri.,
Sat. from 10:30 to 12:3®olunteers for our child

care areas are always welcome and needed!
Peace and all good, Kris Openshai€ordinator)

Volunteers Needed!:

Pre-comitments only;
please call ahead at
773-778-5955



CURRENT
ACTIVE
SERVICES:

The Mantle:
*ESL/GEDAdult
Ed., Computer
Child CareArts
& Crafts Educa-
tional Activities:
Tues.,Wed., Fri.,
Sat.: 10:30am to
12:30pm.
*“Harmony, Hope
and Healing”
Music Ministry:
Tues.: 10:30am
to 12:30pm.
eAfter School
Tutoring: Tues.
thru Fri.: 3:30pm
to S5pm.

Port Ministries
Free Clinic:
Tue. & Thur.:
1pm to 3pm
Sat.:

9:30am to 12pm

The Winter

Bread Truck:
Tues. thru Fri.:
6pm to 9pm
Sat.:10am to 3pm

Home Visiting:
Tues. &Thur.
9am to 3pm

Tony’s Gym:
7 hrs. per week

Theresa House:
Temp. Closed

Volunteering
Opportunities
for Ministry
for individuals
and groups of
all ages.

S. Mary of
the Angels:
Secular
Franciscan
Fraternity

Thank You
to all our
Benefactors
& Volunteers!

Grateful Mantle
Children
presenting
Audry and
family a beauti-
ful thank you
card they made.

Very Special POR People...
Proof that you are never too
young to make a diérence! §

The Peterson family
members have been faithful .
weekly Volunteers at the the Peterson and McCurdy families, (believing
Mantle since the summer ofthis idea was a great one), the resulting amount
2008.11 year old Audry turned out to be amazing; more than ample to
Peterson, as a regular truly enrich and update our aredsfter
volunteer along with her Christmas, they went shopping and in mid-
family found that her heartstrings were beinganuary arrived at the Mantle with two vanloads
pulled. She was concerned that some of tlo¢ beautiful new developmental dramatic play
Montessori andoddler are& child development equipment, along with age appropriate
equipment was getting worn out and needestiucational puzzles, games, books and blocks
replacement and updatins a result, instead for children ranging in age from 2 to 1bhis
of complaining about the equipment, she decideghs a realwWOW moment! It is wonderful and
to sacrifice her own Christmas gifts, totaling theineartwarming to see the children daily benefiting
cost and then to donate that amount towards t#ed growing from the use of this new equipment
needs of these areas. She digtop with just given to us with so much love.
involving herself, but went to work! She got the Well... no matter what age we are, all one can
word out, pulled as many heartstrings as sli® when witnessing this is say to ones self...
could and soon her mission began to bear fruttWhat's holding me back?”, “What’ my
Her sister and cousins all took part; sacrificingxcuse?”, “What could | do to make deliénce
their “getting” so that they could celebraténstead of judging and talking?” So... a sincere
Christmas by “giving” to meet the needs of th# HANK YOU to Audry and the Peterson and
Mantle children, who have become very specidcCurdy familiesYou surely are bringing to all
to them... to dér a gift that will serve them everya lesson in sacrificial love; giving with no strings
day throughout the yea&lfith the compassionate attached, except the ones that connect hearts!
cooperation of parents and grandparents from Port Ministries $aff

From the Executive Director: We Lovingly Remember‘Mama’...

On Nov 20, 2008 the gates of heaven opened and all the Sairsgeld
rejoiced as another SAINCAME MARCHING IN! Yes on that day Maria
(Mama) Paz ended her earthly life and made her final journey home. Mama spent
about 15 years here at Port Ministries. She was a Secular Franciscan, was on
staf here and ministered well into her 80A real dedicated lady who was very
much in love with the Lord and shared that love with all of us, especially the
families and children who came to the Manteu would find her in the toddler
area with a baby in arms and was also an interpreter for us with the Hispanic
parents who came in for english clasg.0. class, etc. Maria had a big heart
and that special “mothers touch”... the infants would stop crying instantly in her
arms. (A “mothers touch” she definitely had, after raising 9 children of her own,
31 grandchildren and 44 great-grandchildréxigo, the Mantle mothers would
always go to Mama for comfort and wisdom in times dfadilty, for, many of
their mothers and grandmothers were living in Mexico.

Our hearts are saddened and we misyéewe rejoice that she finally is at
home in her Loves arms: JESUS! I'm sure our voices mingle with His as we
remember Mama and saWELL DONE , GOODAND FAITHFUL SER/ANT!

Till we meet again, Dear Mama......... ~David Kuug,SFO

Maria “Mama” Paz
1916 - 2008

Winter BreadTruck
Distributing Gratitude!...

Due to our natiois’ growing economic crisis, thegs
numbers of people in need of the Bréadk’s services
has grown tremendouslefore Decembel was
serving 200 a night and now I'm averaging 300+. & : :
finding more and more that the people are very thanfy ' BEA
sometimes simply for the ability to feed themselves § " JasSTead Tuicks
their children because their incomes are falling s poonc oT e

Saturday stops.

Some people are homeless, others are losing jo Volunteer Geetha
their hours are cut. Several Saturdays ago o Govindarajan
daytime route, we served a record 430 meals. greet g
. . guess with a smile

| have received many calls thanking the R
Ministries for this great service in the communityn ] ]
fairly new to the Breadruck and my heart has been Listening 1o Needy Heasd...
truly touched with some recent spontaneous encounters; PR
Several families have come to the Bré&aatk in tears, sHomeVISltlng
not able to get the words out, but when they do, its just A typical home visit begins with a focus on personal
to say thank you for Coming because if we dldh'ey prOblemS, mainly health, material needs and negative
would not eat for the eveninbhey also shared that they family relationships. Sometimes local and world concerns
are hoping and praying that they would someday be ableenter in. Fears, worries and anxieties dominate the
to “give back”, because we have been a true blessing tgonversationAs the stories unfold, the home visitor
the communityYes, | am truly Blessed to be part of this listens with care and understanding, knowing that these
Ministry. emotions run deep and need to be acknowledged.

| would also like to send a special thanks to all the The most successful home visit occurs when the
volunteers who help me on the Breladck because | emphasis can gradually shift from preoccupation with
could not do this without you. So, thank you very much self and feelings of depression to prayer and trust in God.
and may God continue to bless your hearts in helpingwhat emeges is a brightehappier outlookit the end
those in need in these hard times. of virtually every home visit, the homebound are glad

One of our dedicated volunteers has a story aboutyye came and want to see
helping on the Brad Tuck and how it has changed his  again soonTheir gratitude is
life: James Bigwood, who was workingaihgh ecovey our reward. Join us and
from a substance abuseoptem, found out about the rewarded! Come and volunte
Port Ministries Bead Tuck and wanted to come and ", . "« os,ut Coainator
help. Since he has been coming onegular ’ '
“‘commitment” basis for 5 years newhis ministy has iNi
changed his life and he truly is a blessing to those thatFr ee. C|.InIC .
he seves at the trick. He alsoeached out fiher, as he Dr. Fil Salileng, MD, a faith-
is constantly inviting friends and acquaintances thatar ful weekly volunter at our Fre
going though similar difficulties in their lives to come Clinic was asked, “why do yo
down and see how people need help in ways one coul@ome all this way to freely giv
never imagineAs they give themselves ingeg tothem,  away your time here... what keeps you coming back?”
they begin to change too! Jim knew that could happen.His reply was‘Working as a @lunteer at ParMinis-

Also, a bigrhankYou to the difierent parishes/schools tries gives me the JOY of sharing the gifts that God
for preparing and sending us the meals and for all yourcontinues to bless me withThankYou Dr. Fil, and all
support and help over the yeaf$lank you from the  our volunteer doctors and nurses for sharing your bless-
bottom of our hearts and May God Bl&ssiAll! ings with those in need! Idrthis the answer for so much
~ Michael Payton, of our present societies ills? If you are considering help-
Bread Tuck Driver/Coodinator ing at the Free Clinic, just give us a call! Come share

your gifts and you may find this joy too!




